
June 2020

(706) 726-9159
lauren.williams@tripquesttravel.com

Dear Traveling Friends,

June is here and much is beginning to change in the travel world. We have been enjoying getting out
and about more – dinners with friends, eating in a few restaurants, and a trip to the zoo with some of our
grandchildren. We finally got to meet our newest (and 13th!) grandchild, Ivey Kate, this past weekend. As
we are beginning to venture out more and more, travel is once again on our minds. We are planning two
family trips to Florida this summer and could not be more excited!

What about the rest of you? Are you beginning to get the travel “bug” once again? If so, you will be glad
to know that most beaches, resorts, and parks are beginning to reopen as the rates of infection continue
to decline. Even Disneyworld is planning to reopen in July! Most of the Caribbean is also opening over
the summer…a Sandals or Beaches Vacation anyone?

My focus on travel support for my clients in the last few years has been international destinations as well
as Alaska and Hawaii. It is certainly not too early to begin looking at the spring of 2021 for those!
Let me know how I can help you as you begin to plan.

Enjoy the next few weeks!
Lauren

International Trips
So, six feet apart sounds better to you than a crowded mega-ship for the near future? I
couldn’t agree more! Clients have inquired about these international trips in the near
future. Which would be on your bucket list?

Iceland?
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With its glassy glaciers, hot thermal
springs, spectacular geysers, active
volcanoes, lava fields, stunning waterfalls
and snowcapped mountains, Iceland is
indeed the “Land of Fire and Ice." The
second largest island in Europe, Iceland
lies close to the Arctic Circle northwest of
Scotland and south of Greenland. Steve
and I took a group there two summers
ago and the unique and wonderful
natural phenomena were so very
interesting!

The hardy Icelandic people, descendants, of ancient Norsemen and Celts, are intriguing too,
having spawned what is now renowned as the oldest-surviving parliament in the world
(called the Althing). Founded in 930 AD. Iceland also boasts a much-revered literary
heritage of the best medieval works, mostly based on heroic sagas.

Most of the country’s popular tourist features are in the south of the island near the
capital, Reykjavik, and can be explored on the much celebrated “Golden Circle” route. The
top of the list for scenic splendor are the Gullfoss double- tiered waterfall and the spouting
hot springs of Geysir.

Galapagos Islands?

One of the world’s greatest treasures of natural history
lies in the bewitching Galapagos Islands. Famed for its
unique wildlife such as marine iguanas, giant tortoises,
and colorful Sally Lightfoot crabs, the island chain is the
highlight of any vacation in Ecuador.

Roughly 600 miles off Ecuador in the Pacific Ocean, this protected national park
consists of 20 main islands and is considered one of the world’s best spots for wildlife
viewing. Small expedition boats are the way to see these islands up close and
personal as entry is extremely limited. This experience is on my travel list in the next
three years!

New Zealand and US Samoa?
New Zealand, “Land of the Long
White Cloud," is a small, sparsely
populated country consisting of two
major islands, North and South
Island, and a scattering of smaller
ones. Despite its small size, it is
crammed with magnificent natural
beauty to offer its visitors. Fresh air,
breathtaking scenery, and outdoor
activities are the main attractions of New Zealand. The population colloquially nicknamed
after their county’s distinct symbol, the unusual but amiable flightless kiwi bird, is very
friendly!

Nestled deep in the Samoan Archipelago lies the hidden treasure of American Samoa. Aptly
referred to as the Heart of Polynesia, its white palm-fringed shores are greeted by the warm
tropical waters of the South Pacific Ocean. 



While European explorers first arrived in the 18th century and the U.S. occupation began in 1900,
the islands were inhabited as early as 1000 BC by Polynesian navigators. Not to be confused with
Western Samoa. American Samoa comprises six islands located in the Samoan Archipelago
halfway between Hawaii and New Zealand. While there is a strong American influence in the
islands, American Samoans proudly retain their cultural heritage.

We are busy planning a group trip to New Zealand and (optional)
American Samoa in January of 2022! If interested, let me know and I
will add you to our list. 

Viking Expedition and US River Cruises
Viking Cruise lines is introducing two new and exciting products

in 2021 and 2022!

I have helped many of you enjoy Viking River and Ocean
Cruises in Europe through the last few years. Here are two

different options for the future:

Explore Antarctica, the Arctic, and the Great Lakes on Viking's new purpose-built expedition

ships. Learn about your destination from the Viking Resident Scientists on-board.

Enrichment programs, developed with Cambridge University and other leading academic

institutions, will encourage exploration onshore and by sea with their fleet of small

expedition vessels.

Stretching for 2,350 miles, from Minnesota’s Lake Itasca to the Gulf of Mexico, Viking's new

cruises on the “Mighty Mississippi” offer a different type of cross-country journey for the

curious explorer - one that allows you to be immersed in American history and culture. 



If you want to find out more about these new products, I will be happy to send
details and pricing information as reservations are being taken now for these

inaugural seasons. 

Stay in the Know……Updates on Passport Renewals!

If you are thinking about applying or renewing your passport now,
consider waiting a bit. Because of public health measures to prevent
the spread of the virus, the state department currently has extremely
limited passport operations. If you apply or renew now, you will
experience significant delays of up to several months in getting your
documents back. They have asked that unless you have a life-or-
death emergency to wait until that resume normal operations which
should occur in the next couple of months.  

Quick Links for Group Travel
With our other group cruise to the Douro being
cancelled this May, several of our travelers
have “jumped ship,” and we now have 24
joining us next March on the ocean liner, Viking
Star, a small ship with a great itinerary in the
Mediterranean and in small Greek and
Croatian ports. If you want to know more, click
and then give me a call for pricing as this one
will likely fill up in the next couple of months.

Iconic Adriatic Antiquities

The Holy Land
Our Israel and Egypt trip this year had to be
postponed! I think we could have traveled
until the Augusta National rescheduled
their tournament for the very week we
would be away. While that was fine with
some of our travelers, others either work
at the tournament or are already traveling
or have house guests that week. So…we
were fortunate enough to move the date to
next November with more than twenty
going. Of course,  this does give us lots of
time if you are reading this and want to join
us in November of 2021.

Fun Facts: 

Israeli scientists are at the forefront

Bible Land Exploration Brochure
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of research on the COVID-19 virus.

Israel is quickly opening up its doors
once again - The Church of the Holy
Sepulchre is scheduled to be
opened this week!

Email me here!

About Me!

I am Lauren Williams, a partner in Trip Quest Travel Services for
the past five years. Moving from three decades in education to
becoming a travel consultant has caused me to shift from “The
Doctor of Education” to “The Doctor of Travel.” My clients are
often just like me – they want a rejuvenating vacation that
teaches them about the world and the cultures around them. I
love beautiful scenery, exploring new places, and learning
something new every day! Aside from travel, I stay busy with my
husband, Steve, and our four children and thirteen
grandchildren. Staying active in the church and in our
community feeds our soul as well. I love to play tennis, pickle
ball, and bridge when I am not helping clients plan that perfect
trip! Because our world is so much smaller now, I am happy to
work with clients wherever they might live...but by referral only!
Hope you enjoy my monthly newsletter – let me know if there is
something you’d like to know more about!
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